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76-10-509.7 , aslast amended by L aws of Utah 2024, Chapter 301, aslast amended by L aws
of Utah 2024, Chapter 301

ENACTS:

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 76-10-509.7 is amended to read:
76-10-509.7. Parent or guardian recklessly allowing minor's possession of danger ous

weapon.
Any parent or guardian of a minor who [knowsthat-the] recklessy allows a minor [isin
possession-of] to possess a dangerous weapon in violation of Section 76-10-509.4 [and-failsto
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guilty of aclass B misdemeanor.
Section 1. Section 1 isenacted to read:
76-10-509.10. Failureto secure afirearm resulting in aminor gaining access.
(1)
(@) Asusedin this section:
(i) "Locked container" means a box, case, chest, locker, safe, or similar receptacle that is secured in

such amanner so as to prevent an individual from accessing the contents of the container.

(i) "Minor" means an individual under 16 years old.
(b) Termsdefined in Sections 76-1-101.5 and 76-10-501 apply to this section.
(2) An actor commits failure to secure a firearm resulting in a minor gaining accessif:

(a) theactor is 18 years old or older;

(b) the actor stores or leaves aloaded firearm at the actor's residence;

(c) the actor knows or reasonably should know that a minor islikely to obtain possession of the |oaded

firearm and the minor's possession would be in violation of Section 76-10-509.4, possession of a

dangerous weapon by a minor;
(d) the actor does not:
(i) keep theloaded firearm in alocked container or in another |ocation that a reasonable person would

believe is secure; or
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(ii) secure the loaded firearm with atrigger lock or other device intended to prevent the use of the

firearm;

(e) aminor obtains possession of the loaded firearm and the minor's possession of thefirearmisa
violation of Section 76-10-509.4, possession of a dangerous weapon by a minor; and

(f) the minor described in Subsection (2)(e):

(i) possesses, exhibits, or uses the firearm in a public place; or

(ii) draws, exhibits, or unlawfully uses the firearm in violation of Section 76-10-506, threatening with

or using dangerous weapon in fight or quarrel.

(3) A violation of Subsection (2) is class C misdemeanor.

(4) An actor has an affirmative defense to a prosecution under this section if the actor took reasonable

precautions to ensure that the firearm was properly secured and not accessible to aminor in

violation of Section 76-10-509.4, possession of a dangerous weapon by a minor.
(5) This section does not apply if:
(a) aminor obtains afirearm as the result of an unlawful entry to the location where the firearm was
|ocated;
(b) afirearm is accessed in violation of Subsection (2) but is used in alawful act of self-defense; or
(c) the actor described in Subsection (2) reports to alaw enforcement officer that a minor has obtained

the actor's firearm.
Section 2. Effective date.
This bill takes effect on May 7, 2025.
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